BOOK NOTES

REINHOLD NIEBUHR: PROPHET TO
POLITICIANS. By Ronald H. Stone. Abing-
don Press, Nashville. 272 pp., $8.

This is the best available introduction
to the life and work of Reinhold Niebuhr.
It is based upon a careful reading of
Niebuhr’s publish(-(l works, upon }llc Nie-
buhr papers in the Library of Congress
and upon personal interviews 1[[1(’1 study
at Union Theological Seminary in New
York. It combines biographical informa-
tion with an analysis of Nicbuhr’s theo-
logical and social thought. It is :1t’f:hc
same time appreciative and critical. T'he
style is clear and readable. e

The author avoids a schematic distor-
tion of Niebuhr's work by discussing it
according to its chronological develop-
ment. a method that enables him to do
justi(rc to the variations and developments
in Niebuhr's thinking through the years.
Liberalism is the most apparent unifying
theme in the study and the structure of
the book is based upon four attitudes or
positions that Niebuhr took toyv:}rd lib-
eralism. Niebuhr began his ministry as
an heir of the Protestant theological herit-
age that had been modified by tht'(ﬂ()_{:i('."ll
liberalism and by the social gospel. “His
public career can best be organizec‘l around
his disillusionment with liberalism, the
Marxist critique of liberalism, the most
cevere theological critique of liberalism,
and the rediscovery of liberalism by the
pragmatist.” )

A careful reading of this book may
save many young churchmen from repeat-
ing the failures, frustrations and trugedms
of liberalism and the social gospel in t'ije
1920s. A theclogy and a churchmanship
without historical depth may be clever,
hut it always lacks wisdom. Those who
have not read Niebuhr are likely to re-
peat, indeed the evidence is 0\*er.\\'l1(_-lr1111\g
fhat they are repeating, the mistakes of
fifty vears ago. As Michael Novak ex-
daims, “Early Niebuhr, where are you
when we need you?”

The book is strongest when it dcf'ds
with Niebuhr’s political thought, which
ic evidently the prime interest of "rhe au-
thor. It is mot so strong when it deals
with Niebuhr the theologian. Niebuhr’s
fascination with the “penumbra of mys-
tery” that encompasses human existence
is absent from this study. For this reason
this particular book is a gqod stud.v'of
Nichuhr's life and work which all min-
isters ought to read, but it iz not a de-
finitive study.

JTorux H. LEITH
Union Seminary in Virginia

TIME INVADES THE CATHEDRAL: Ten-
sions in the School of Hope. By'r Walter H.
Capps. Fortress Press, Philadelphia. 152 pp.,

$3.75.

Walter Capps offers a first-rate intro-
duction for would-be students of the the-
ology of hope. A genuinely illuminating
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thinker in his own right, Capps earlier
presented interpretations of Bloch, Molt-
mann, and Metz which passed in the stu-
dent underground as “ponies” to the
more difficult works of those theologians,
Now this experiment in introducing the
“school” of hope again to a wider Ameri-
can audience makes fine reading, good
food for meditation as well as action.
The image Capps unabashedly lifts
from Bloch—time invading the cathedral
—incapsulates much of the force of the
work itself. The primary verticality of
the cathedral, formally representative of
systematic and “permanent” theologies,
now must be supplemented with time’s
harizontal qualities. In Capp’s own words,
“The cathedral within which men worship

YOU cannot teach a man anything; you
can only help him to find it within him-
sel[.—GALILEO.

the God ‘who will be’ must of necessity
become a vessel fitted for passage.”

Capps emphasizes the interdependence
of the theologians of hope and their mu-
tual insights. But he also explores areas
of their disagrcement and the “tensions”
in their sometimes competing theologies.
His language remains comparatively
simple and the structure of his argument
is clear, T'he work proves eminently worth-
while for reading by folk of every per-
suasion,

Louis WEEKs
Louisville Preshyterian Seminary

Toward a
Revitalized
Church

The Christian Church
as Social Process

by NORMAN PITTENGER. How the mod-
ern philosophical concept of “process
thought' can open up new ways of con-
ceiving the roles of church and ministry.
Paper $2.75

Beyond Cynicism

The Practice of Hope by DAVID O.
WOODYARD. Here is why man is most
authentically himself when he hopes for
a better future—and why cynicism, the
rejection of hope, is a distortion of human
nature. Cloth $4,95; paper $2.95

Christian Revolution

for Church Renewal

by ROBERT C. LINTHICUM. Specific
ways in which churches must transform
themselves to exert a Christian influence
on the social revolution which is already
under way, Paper $3.25

Crisis of Moral Authority

by DON CUPITT. This book by a Cam-
bridge dean finds much validity in many
moral
voiced today—and calls upon the
churches to rebuild Christian ethics on
an intellectually honest basis. $5.95

criticisms of Christianity being

Buddhism, Christianity,

and the Future of Man

by DOUGLAS A. FOX. Two great reli-
gions, and the answers they offer to such
current concerns as politics, economics,
ecology, etc. $6.95

Now at your bookstore

The Westminster Press‘\’

Witherspoon Bidg., Phila., Pa. 19107



FULLER

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

135 N. Oakland Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91182
www.library.fuller.edu/library

Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code).

The Copyright law of the United States (title 17, United States Code)
governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted
material. Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives
are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction. One of these
specific conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be "used
for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research." If a user
makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes
in excess of "fair use," that user may be liable for copyright infringement.
This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its
judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law.

All works used by permission.

You may want to learn more about scholarly work and copyright from
http://copyright.columbia.edu or http://www.copyright.gov


joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text

joelstockamp
Typewritten Text




