
BOOK NOTES 
REINHOLD NIEBUHR, PROPHET TO 

POLITICIANS. By Ronald H. Stone. Abing
don Press, Nash vill e. 272 pp . , $ 8 . 

This is the best available 'introd uction 
to the life and work of Reinhold Niebuhr. 
It is based upon a ca reful reading of 
Niebuh r's publ ished works, upon the Nie
buhr papers in the Library of Congress 
and upon personal intervic\ ... ·s and study 
at Union Theological Sem in a ry in N ew 
York. It combines biographical info rma
tion with an analysis of Niebuhr 's theo
logical and social thought. It is at the 
same t ime appreciative and critical. T he 
style is clear and readable. 

The author avoids a schemati c distor
tion of Niebuhr's work by discussing it 
according to its chronological develop
ment a method that enables him to do 
justi~e to the variations and developments 
in Niebuhr's thinking through the years. 
Liberalism is the most apparent unifying 
theme in the study and the structure of 
the book is based upon four attitudes or 
pos itions that Niebuhr too~ to~v~rd lib
eralism. Niebuhr began hIS minIstry as 
an heir of the Protestant theological herit
age Ihat had been modified by theological 
liberali sm and by the social gospel. "His 
public career can best be org~nize~ around 
his disillusionment with lIberaltsm, the 
'Marxist critique of liberalism, the most 
severe theological critique of liberali sm, 
and the rediscovery of li berali!>m by the 
pragmatist. " 

A ca reful read ing of this book may 
save many young churchmen from re pe~t
ing the failures, frustratio.ns and tra?ecltes 
of liberalism and the SOCI al gospel In the 
1920s. A theology and a churchman sh ip 
without historical depth may be clever, 
but it always lacks ".;isdom .. Those who 
have not read Niebuhr arc likely to .re
peat indeed the evidence is ovenvhelnnng 
that ' they are repeat ing, the mi~takes of 
fifty yea. rs ago. As M ich ael N ovak ex
claims, "Early Niebuhr, where are you 
when we need you ?" 

Thc book is strongest when it deals 
with Niebuhr's political thought , which 
is evidentl y the pr ime interest of .the au
thor. It is not so st rong when It deals 
with N iebuhr the theologian. Niebuhr's 
fascination wi th the " penumbra of mys
tery" that encompasses human existence 
is absent from this study. For this reason 
this particular book is a go.od study. of 
Niebuhr's life and work wh Ich all mIn
isters ought to read , but 'it is not a. de
finitive study. 

J OTIN H . LF.I TH 

Union Semina'ry in Virginia 

TIME INVADES THE CATHEDRAL, Ten. 
,ions in the School of Hope. By W alte r H. 
Capps. Fortress Press, Philadelphia. 152 p p ., 

53.75 . 
\Valter Capps offers a first-ratc intro

duction for would-be stud ents of the the
ology of hope. A genu inely ill umina t ing 
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thi nker i.n his own righ t, Capps earli er 
presented interpretations of Bloch IVl olt
man n, and ,Metz which passed in the stu
dent underground as "ponies" to the 
more dirti cult works of those theologian s. 
Now this experiment in int rod ucing th e 
"school" of hope again to a wider Ameri 
can aud ience makes fi ne read ing , good 
food for meditat ion as well as action. 

YOU ca nnot teach a man anything; you 
can only help him to find it within him

sel f.- Gi\ LILEO, 

the God 'who will be' lllust of necessity 
IJecome it vessel titteu for passage." 

T he image Capp!i un abashedly lif t.'S 
from Bl och- time invading the cathedral 
-inca psu lates mllch of the force of the 
work itse lf. T he primary vertica.lity of 
the cathedral , formally representative of 
sy~lcJl1 a tic and " perma nent" theolocJies, 
now mll~t be supplemented with time's 
horizontal qu ali til's . ] n C;IPP'S own words, 
" The cathedral within which men worship 

Ca pps emphasizes the interdependence 
of Ihe theo logi ans of hope and their mu
tual ins ights. Hut hl· (11 ::::0 explores areas 
of their d i::;agreemcnt and the " tensions" 
in their sometimes competing theologies. 
Hi s la nguage rema ins co mparatively 
s imple and th e structure of hi s argument 
is ck lr. Th l..: work prove, .. l'minen tly worth
wh ile for reading by folk of every per
sua sion. 

LOUIS WEEKS 

L ouisvi lle Presbyteri an Seminary 

The Christian Church 
as Social Process 
by NORMAN PITTENGER. How the mod· 
ern philosophical concept of "process 
thought" can open up new ways of con~ 
ceiving the roles of church and ministry. 
Paper $2.75 

Beyond Cynicism 
The Pract ice of Hope by DAVID O. 
WOODYARD. Here is why man is most 
authen ti cally himself when he hopes fo l' 
a better future-and why cyni cism, the 
reject ion of hope. is a distort ion of human 
nature. Cloth $4.95; pape r $2.95 

Christian Revolution 
for Church Renewal 
by ROBERT C. LINTHICUM. Specific 
ways in which churches must transform 
the mselves to exert a Christian influence 
on the social revol ution wh ich is already 
under way. Paper $3,25 

Crisis of Moral Authority 
by DON CUPITT. This book by a Cam. 
bridge dean finds much val id ity in many 
moral c rit ic is ms of Chris ti a nity being 
voiced today - and calls up o n the 
churches to rebuild Christia n eth ics on 
an intellectually honest basis. $5.95 

Buddhism, Christianity, 
and the Future of Man 
by DOUGLAS A. FOX. Two great reli · 
gions, and the answers they offer to suc h 
c urre nt concerns as polit ics, economics, 
ecology, e tc . $6.95 

Now at your books tore 
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