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COURSE SYLLABUS

ption of Course {(in Catalop terms):

"Study of the cultural influence and persconal characteristics of religious
‘as reflected in their diaries, journals, and autobiographical writings."

Reads ng Assignments:

Donald Capps and Walter ll. Capps, editors, The Religious Persconality (Belmont:
Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1970). (Readings as assigned)

1.

Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces (Princefton University Fress,
Bollingen Series, 1968). (Chapters as assigned)

Robert Jay Lifton, Boundaries. Psychological Man in Revolution (New York: Vintage
HBooks, 1967).

Norman O. Brown, Life Ajainst Death. The Psychoanalytical Meaning of History
(Middletown, Connecticut: Wesleyun University Press, 1959). (Poriions
strongly recommended)

Selected essays by and about Krik H. brikson, to be distributed in class.

Se

Assignments on which Zhe Grade for the Course will be Based:

1. Final Lxamination {scheduled for Friday, June 9, 7-10 a.m.)
Rote: Portions of the final examination will comsist of questaomo
digstributed to the class in advance

2. (UEd-Fibe EAdfIAALE P4 will be waived unless there are clear indications that
it would be beneficial)

%, YTerm paper" not to exceed ten (10) pages in length, due no later than Monday,

May 8,
&, Personal autobiography, an assigned option, due by the last regular day of
clags.

Note: For clarification of assignments 3 and &, consult announcements in
class and in discussion sections

Outline of the Course:

It 1s the desire of the instructors of this course that the direction and
format of the lectures and discussions be determined in part dby the discoveries
that occcur because of the class. Instead of prearranging the entire course, the
instructors are willing to allow it to take form as it develops and progressss.
Alsc, instead of loolking wpon those who are enrclled in the course as persons
before whose presence the course will take place, the instructors cowvet an oppor-
tunity to co-~participate with students in setting the agenda and establishing
priorities. This method of npproach seems to be appropriate to the nature of
the subject on which the class - both instructors and students -— will train
1ts attention.
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(Course Cutline, cont.)

This does not mean, however, th:t the course his no boundaries nd is in
a complete state of fluxe. On the contrary, the assirnments should be treuted
us definite ground rules. The assipgned readings should be locked to to sumnly
definite foci. And the combination of readings and written assignments should
be understood to yield a definite thoupgh [lexible course structure.

In addition, there are certain topics on which a course such as this must
focus. Yor exaamle, to vrevent it from lansing into all manner of speculative
thought, the course muct deal with actual historical lives as these are dis-

cussed and interpreted by actual living or historicul persons. 'The course will

deal with actual "personal documents" (journals, memoirs, diaries, autobiogra-
phies, et al), ~nd will relate these to vertinent backsround material. On the
other hund, to aid our interaretation of the "personsdl documents,' a certain
amount of tested interpretive surpgestions =- such as that rendered by brik
rikson, Joseph Cammbell, robert Juy Lifton, lorman U, Brown, qul others -
will be offered vithin the course. The assumption is that these interpretive
studies :re useful in bringing lipght to the more biogravhical material which
is recorded in the 'mersonid documents'. Also, to acknowledge the fauct that

a course of this kind stimulates self-=reflection and (».rivins) intensifies
self-consciousness, the opportunity is also wnresent for nreparing ones own
"mersonul documents' in an autobiographical staternent,

Apart from this, the instructors intend to give attention to some of the
following issues, and not necessarily in this order of conenrance:

Vays in which "being relijious'" differentiates some men from other men

Characteristics of '"religious" models of nersonility formation as dis=-
tinguished (if onc can) from other sorts of models of pe. sonality
formation

Certain useful models, such as Lifton's "protean man,' for understanding
dominant versonality troits in contemporary man

Differences between Freudian and Jungian intersmretationg of "'the relipious

personclity"

Self-concets which seen to nredominate in selected "personal documents!

(cfe the the Introduction and Table of Contents to Can s and Canps, The
delipious Personality)

Interpretntions of certain pifted men as "cultursl vorkers' (in .rilison's

words), and relationships between relipgious aspirations and cultural
stances

sycholopical internretations of human history (cf. llorman G. Brown, Life
airinst Death)

Vuys in whiich "models of religious formstion" both differ and coalesce in
castern and western religious traditions

Correlations between life=-styles and thought-systems in piven, historical
instances
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{Coupse Outline, cont.)

The foregoing list of course interests gives but a hint of the topics
thet will be addressed. Additional detail will be given as the course pro-
gresses. But even this brief introduction ought to demonstrate that the
course is designed to provide maximum freedom and impetus for exploring the
intriguing and many-sided worlds of "the religious personality.' A certain

14k of structural rigor is inserted into the course to allow participants ©o

rursue those matters and subjects which they find compelling. 4t the same
.me there is sufficient structural rigor thai the intended freedom of the
participants will not go undisciplined.

The first item on the agenda, by acknowledged prearrangement, is the
orientation to the course. Your instructors recommend that you read Liffon's
Boundaries in its entirety as well as the brothers Capps' "Introduction™ Eo
The Religious Perscnality.

Rilke, sveaking about the artist -

Uapain and again someone in the crowd wakes up, he has no ground

in the crowd, nnd he emerges uccording to much brozder laws. e
carries strange customs with him and demands room for bold ges-
rures. The future speaks ruthlessly through him.*



