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+ NOTED THEOLOGIAN and biblical scholar Ru-
dolf Bultmann died at his home in Marburg, Germany,
on July g0 — less than a month before his g2nd birthday.
The last of Protestantism’s theological giants of the neo-
orthodox era, he was also perhaps the most controversial.
Many of his critics contended that he conceded too much
to secularism in his program of “demythologization” —
an effort to translate the teachings of the New Testament
into statements about the possibilities of human exis-
tence. Yet Bultmann set limits to demythologization, in-
sisting that the New Testament contains an irreducible
kerygma, “the proclamation of the decisive act of God
in Christ.” Offering a summation and assessment of
Bultmann’s thought is Anglican theologian David L. Ed-
wards, the author of such hooks as Religion and Change,
What Do Episcopalians Believe? and What Is Real in
Christianity?

Editor and journalist Betty Gray recounts in these
pages the background and present status of the revised
Book of Common Prayer that will be up for approval by

722

the Episcopal Church’s forthcoming General Conven.
tion, In part, her familiarity with the subject stems from
membership on a subcommittee to study sexism in the
prayer book's draft text.

As well as taking up liturgical matters, the two houses
of the Episcopal Church’s General Convention in a fey,
weeks will, once again, make the decision as to whethe,
or not women can be ordained as priests of the church,
Bearing on this issue, as our European correspondent,
Trevor Beeson, points out, are two recent communics.
tions to Anglicans from Roman Catholic and Easter,
Orthodox bodies with whom unity dialogties are bein,
held.

Upon one's return, go years later, to the scene of his
or her World War II activities, expectations may fa])
far short of realization. Robert C. Aldridge, contributo,
of the Special Report on the Philippines, had that experi.
ence this past winter, In his work with a U.S. government
agency responsible for adjudicating the Filipinos” war
claims, he was in contact with the rise of postwar libera.
tion movements. Invited to attend the First Asian Ecu.
menical Conference by its chairman, Ciriaco Lagunzad,
on the basis of that earlier involvement, Aldridge was
finally able to make the historic trip under the sponsor.
ship of the San Francisco archdiocese’s Social Justice
Commission. He is a free-lance writer and lecturer on
social issues.

Contributors to the editorial section are William Lee
Miller, director of the Poynter Center on American Insti-
tutions at Indiana University, Bloomington, and a long-
time activist in politics; and J. Richard Peck, director
of communications for the United Methodist Church’s
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference.

Photo credits: Religious News Service, cover and p.
729; Eric L. Wheater, p. 734.
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A third group of essays presents
Adams as a theorist of social ethics,
with analyses of the thought of Karl
Marx, Max Weber, Rudolph Sohm, Ernst
Troeltsch and Paul Tillich. Tillich once
wrote of Adams, “Without him I would
not be what I am biographically as well
as theologically,” and saluted Adams's
witness to agape of the spirit manifest in
Jesus as the Christ, his prophetic in-
volvement, his extraordinary knowledge,
and his “astonishing™ participation in
cultural creativity.

George Williams of Harvard has
noted Adams as the most significant fig-
ure in American Unitarianism in the past
50 years. Few will disagree. Whoever dips
into this book will be rewarded by an
encounter  with  an  authentic — not
stereotypical — religious liberal, a man of
prayer, devotion and sensitivity to match
that of William Ellery Channing, one
whose organizational abilities and com-
mitment equal those of Henry Bellows,
and one whose gifty- of intellect and
spirit are unique. This book is a valuable
complement to Adams’s other works and
a graceful acknowledgment of the many-
faceted carcer of a leader whose con-
tribution, though already extensive,
happily shows no signs of diminishing in
vigor or in value. HowaArp HUNTER.
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An exciting multi-media kit of
Christian stewardship resources
to help a congregation
plan and conduct a
successful

stewardship/ budget
underwriting emphasis
Dynarnic Giving
4 filmstrip-record presentations
Canvasser training cassette
Stewardship worship resources
Step-by-step planning and
leadership manual
Complete kit, $49,50

Purchase price refunded if you
; are not delighted!
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Recent Arrivals

Tuey Cry, Tool WwHAT You ALwAys
Wantep 10 KNow Anout Your MINISTER
AND DioN't KNow WioM 10 Ask. By Lu-
cille Lavendar. Hawthorn, $6.95.

A well-intended answer book about the pri-

vate life of the parson, it is a bit sentimental

and coy at times. Not much help.

Bevonp ReNEWAL, By Noah S. Martin. Her-
ald Press, $1.95 paperback.

Out of the “peace church” context comes
this pastoral work that is quite critical of
the peace the church has been making with
the culture in our time. A more searching
work on renewal than many we've seen in
these days of growth-obsession.

New Powrr For THE CHURCH. By Harvey
Scifert. Westminster, $3.95 paperback.

We surmise that this little book can be put

to work best in the churches that have been

stung by the sense that if they are mainline
they must lose purposc and will decline.

Seifert, a professor at the Claremont School

of Theology, offers no panaccas and speaks

through no platitudes. He has some good-
hard-work suggestions.

PREACHING ON NATIONAL HoLIDAYs, Edited
by Alton M. Motter. Fortress, $2.95 paper-
back.

Petit sermons or contributions to other peco-

ple’s sermons, these holiday items come from

people not typed as superpatriots or chauvin-

ists. They remind us that not only July 4

past should elicit Christian sermons dealing

with national meaning.

OrmEec ReLGION. By Karl W. Luckert. Uni-

versity of Oklahoma Press, $9.95.
Luckert completely redoes concepts of Mid-
dle American religion as he uses the history-
of-religion approach to what is presumably
the oldest religion of the Mesoamerican
field. The serpent looms large in his in-
terpretation. Illustrated.

Tue RituaL oF BatTie. By Alf Hiltebeitel.
Cornell University Press, $19.50.

The battle-imagery in the Mahibhirata

gets close-up examination in this ambitious

cffort to throw new light on Krishna in the
epic of India.

Time BEFore MorNING. By Louis A. Allen.
Crowell, $18.95.

Wonderful color and black-and-white illus-
trations enhance this study of the dream-
time and mythical world of Australian
aborigines, a world usually approached only
by experts. Now it becomes available to
many more people,

Tue SoN oF Goo. By Martin Hengel. For-
tress, $3.75 paperback.

An expansion of an inaugural lecture, this is
a plea for history and theology to be re-
linked in biblical studies, and a case study in
such linkage.

BELONGING AND ALIENATION: RELIGIOUS FOUN-
pATIONS FOR THE Human Future, Edited
by Philip Hefner and Widick Schroeder,
Center for the Scientific Study of Religion,
$10.95; paperback, $6.50.

The CSSR (5757 University Avenue, Chi-

cago Go6igy) keeps on publishing solid work

on ethical-social-psychological themes.

These essays grow out of south-side-Chicago

seminars; some of them are a bit provincia]

in * their references — participants overcite
their colleagues. But maybe that's part of
what belonging is all about. Gibson Winter,
Franklin Sherman and others join the edi.
tors in providing essays.

Tue Unitversrry: THE ANATOMY OF Aca.
peME. By Murray G. Ross. McGraw-Hill,
$11.95.

Dr. Ross slightly overremembers the 'fos

and that decade’s storms on campus, but he

trics to move beyond ‘60s unsettlements ty
make proposals for university life in the late

19708,

THEOLOGY IN RFCONCILIATION, By T. F. Tor.
rance. Eerdmans, $9.50.

To say the least, ecumenical theology is not
a hot topic in the book-publishing and buy.
ing circuit. FEerdman’s risk on this one j
lessened somewhat by the fact that Torrance
is held in such respect. He offers a series of
lectures or essays on divergent themes, snug.
gled together under the “reconciliation”
blanket, where they are quite comfortable.

THE Lerr HAND OF Gon: Essays oN Discirrr.
SHIP AND PATRIOTISM. By Gerhard A. Kro-
del and others. Fortress, $4.75 paperback.

The bicentennial seems to have evoked thes

essays by Lutherans, chiefly but not solely

for Lutherans, on the nation, justice and the
like.

HorE AGAINST HorE: MOLTMANN To MrxTOY
IN ONE THEOLOGICAL DECADE. By Walter
Holden Capps. Fortress, $4.75 paperback.

Rings the changes on the theology of hope

theme, and does so without going over over-

worked territory or overannouncing the
promise that resides in the hope theme. In2

way, a chronicle of theological effort during
the past decade.

Possession. By Erika Bourguignon. Chandler
& Sharp, $2.50 paperback.

If you have had it with all the sensationalist

writings on exorcism, this anthropological

(and statistical) study of possession should

bring you back to saner soil.

THE AWARENESS TRAP: SeLr-AmsorrrioN IN
STEAD OF SOCIAL CHANGE. By Edwin Schur-
Quadrangle, $7.95.

Oh, this one we really, really needed 204

cnjoyed. It was about time that someost

noticed that the overdoses of awarene®
therapies are leaving us simply self-preocc
pied. The trap, sprung.

DiLEMMAS OF MAscULINITY: A Stupy ©OF
CoLLEGE YOUTH. By Mirra Komarovsk™
Norton, $9.95.

Ivy Leaguers subjected themselves to search
ing questionnaires and provided authef
Komarovsky with some hard data abo¥
male sex-role confusions in a time of chan&®
in women's roles; she even offers some bin®
about how and why to change policy.

JEsus As PRECURSOR, By Robert W. Funk
Fortress and Scholars Press, $3.05 PaP<”
back.

You'd never believe it: Jesus was precurs

in a way, of Thoreau and Castaneda 3™

Nietzsche and Camus and Henry Miller 37

so on; if you do not believe it, Funk at I¢¥

makes an effort to make you a believ®

The author is genuinely enjoying hims*

he just may possibly throw new ang

vision into dark recesses of others' minds
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