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Voice of the people

SIU and Vietnam studies

CARBONDALE, IlIl.—The recent
article by Michael Arndt, ‘‘Ameri-
ca comes to terms with Vietnam
War—in classroom' was interest-
ing and well done. Strangely, how-
ever, it omitted Southern Illinois
University from the list of Illinois
institutions where one might ex-
pect to find courses with Vietnam
content in the curriculum. I say
“strangely’ because SIU is the
only Illinois university, and one of
the exceptionally few universities
in the country, with a commitment
to Vietnamese studies of any kind.

My awn contribution is a course,
“Government and politics of Viet-
nam,” that I will offer in the
spring semester. Unlike the cours-
es Mr. Arndt surveyed, mine deals
primarily with Vietnamese poli-
tics, not American politics con-
cerning Vietnam, but it does have
a significant *Vietnam War"' com-
ponent, as it is my apparently
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unfashionable contention that the
Vietnam War took place in Viet-
nam.

In addition, SIU offers compre-
hensive instruction in the Viet-
namese language on a regular
basis, under the direction of the
distinguished linguist, Prof.
Nguyen Dinh Hoa. The nniversity’s
library contains more than 3,000
books and periodicals in the Viet-
namese language—the third-larg-
est such collection in any Ameri-
can university library—and
receives almost all Vietnamese
daily and weekly newspapers cur-
rently published in Vietham. These
are surely more significant re-
sources: than Mr. Arndt found in
canvassing other Midwestern
universities, and it is surprising
that he overlooked them.

Wwilliam S. Turley

Assodate professor



