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The far right and
the politics of rage
by Jeffrey Kaplan

After the
Righter trial
by William L. Sachs
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from tuberculosis in 1831, even
‘though Emerson says little about his
reaction to her suffering. Second,
‘Roberson places Emerson in the con-
~ text of 19th-century popular literature
" of advice about the routes to success
of “the self-made man,” demonstrat-
‘ing how Emerson’s self-reliance de-
arted from convention.

The book raises but does not fully ex-
‘plore a number of questions about the
'sermon as a mode of self-representa-
tion. Emerson himself was greatly con-
erned with the connection between
forms of expression and the ideas to be
‘expressed, and a full account of his
self-fashioning” would require a care-
ful analysis of the opportunities and the
onstraints that the 19th-century ser-
mon presented to self-expression. To
at extent is that Emerson of the ser-
mons also the Emerson of the essays,
journals and letters, and how would a
‘comparison of these Emersons enrich
our understanding of the personal di-

‘mension of the sermonic form?

Seven Theories of Religion.
By Daniel L. Pals. Oxford Univer-

theories of religion and eluci-
dates their meanings and im-
plications. The theories under study
are those of E. B. Tylor and James
razer (constituting a single chapter),
Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim,
Karl Marx, Mircea Eliade, E. E.
vans-Pritchard and Clifford Geertz.
The theories are variously rooted in
anthropology, sociology, psychology
and psychoanalysis, economic theory
and cultural analysis, phenomenology
and the history of religions. Together
the seven theories offer impressive
Witness to the power of religion to cre-
ate meaning, invite critical investiga-
tion, and spark sustained and some-
times heated controversy.

Pals, who is professor of religious
studies and chair of the department at
the University of Miami in Coral

ANIEL PALS identifies seven
I ' prominent and influential

Reviewed by Walter H. Capps, professor
of religious studies at the University of
California, Santa Barbara.

sity Press, 294 pp., $13.95 paperback.
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MARK

Douglas R. A. Hare $16.99 paper

In his book, Douglas Hare examines Mark for modern Christians who
are in search of the Jesus as portrayed in these earliest known writings.
What emerges is a Jesus whose moral and religious teachings are of sec-
ondary importance to the very fact of his life, death, and resurrection.

EZEKIEL

Ronald E. Clements $16.99 paper

In this book, Old Testament scholar Ronald Clements explains the
world and worldview of Ezekiel. What emerges is a vision of hope and
rebirth for all who seek God’s love and guidance.

COLOSSIANS, EPHESIANS, FIRST AND
SECOND TIMOTHY, AND TITUS

Lewis R. Donelson $15.99 paper

In this book, Lewis Donelson offers readers a fascinating look at how
three influential Pauline theologies evolved. Readers will discover a
livinf, relevant gospel for their world as they learn how to read these
epistles faithfully and productively. :

Also available—

DEUTERONOMY ROMANS
Thomas W. Mann Paper $15.99 David L. Bartlett Paper-$14.99
LUKE FIRST AND SECOND

Sharon H. Ringe Paper $19.99 PETER AND JUDE
: Fred B. Craddock Paper $14.99

feeen WESTMINSTER
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At your bookstore, Cokesbury, or call toll-free 1-800-227-2872
100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 40202-1396
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Indianapolis Theological Conference
July 8 - 10, 1996
Fatima Retreat Center, Indianapolis, IN
“Signs of Danger and Hope:
Two Views of the Church and Public
Life at the Turn of the Century”

Dr. Robert Benne, Professor of
Religion, Roanoke College

Author of The Paradoxical Vision: A
Public Theology for the 21st Century

Dr. Gary Dorrien, Associate Professor
of Religion, Kalamazoo College
Author of Soul in Society: The Making
and Renewal of Social Christianity

Program, room and board:
$160, single occupancy
$130 each, double occupancy

Great Lakes Theological Academy
July 22 - 26
Traverse City, Michigan
An opportunity for relaxation in a beautiful
lakeside community while studying...
“Biblical Themes and Their
Archaeological Background”

Dr. Paul D. Hanson, Professor of Old
Testament, Harvard Divinity School;
Professor, Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Civilization, Harvard
University

Dr. Ralph W. Doermann, Professor of
0Old Testament, Trinity Lutheran
Seminary;

Annual Professor at the Albright
Institute of Archeological Research,

~ Jerusalem
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For registration information, contact:
Region 6 Center for Continuing Education at
Trinity Lutheran Seminary
2199 East Main Street
Columbus, OH 43209-2334
PHONE: 614-235-4136 Fax: 614-238-0263
E-maiL: WCORNETT@TRINITY.CAPITAL.EDU

Gables, Florida, does not claim that
these are the most essential or even the
most important theories of religion.
They do, however, illustrate some of
the impressive ways in which religion
has caught the interest and imagination
of scholars, each of whom claims scien-
tific respectability for his approach.
Numerous fields and disciplines
within the social sciences and humani-
ties have taken religion seriously, even
on their own terms. And the influences
are reciprocal. Serious scholarship has
made due place for religion, and the

insights from such scholarship have

influenced the way religion is under-
stood. Consequently, the discussion
has moved far beyond whether reli-
gion deserves to be advocated or dis-
claimed. Rather, there is now at least
tacit agreement about what religion is,
how it functions in societies and cul-
tures, how it affects those who es-
pouse it (as well as those who do not),
and what place it inhabits within the
larger inventory of ingredients

~ that make up worldviews and life-views.

DATES:
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Blaze_ a new trail...

| é‘% ..follow the light.

Explore how you can join other single
Christian women in creating a new
ecumenical community.

INVITATION TO COMMUNITY:
EXPLORING BENEDICTINE LIFE

m September 21-22, 1996
m February 22-23, 1997

Adel Sautner, OSB m Sisters of Saint Benedict

Box 5070 m Madison, WI 53705-0070

Phone 608/836-1631, ext. 158

Fax 608/831-9312 m E-mail SICS13E@prodigy.com

Women 25-55 years old are encouraged to inquire.
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In his final, somewhat abbreviateq
chapter, Pals tackles questions aboyt
the ramifications of these theories,
Since all seven throw light on the sub.
ject, how does one select between
them? Pals answers that one need not
make such a choice. Since all sevep
seem to account for religion without
using supernaturalistic explanations,
haven't they explained the subject
away? Here Pals’s answer is more sub-
tle: the seven theorists do in fact take 5
position toward their subjects, whether
reductionistic or sympathetic. Pals
chooses not to trace the implications of
this finding very far, since each of these
theories is dated. Finally, Pals raises the
question of whether there is any way at
all, in today’s intellectual climate, to de-
velop a general theory of religion that
might attain the status of the seven ex-
amined here.

Pals would have completed his task
had he not raised the last question at
all. Certainly the attempt to develop
general theories of religion will con-
tinue, generation after generation,

m November 9-10, 1996
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and age after age: we have been curi-
ous about religion since the questions
about the True, the Good, the Beauti-
ful and the Holy were first formulated.
As Pals’s book illustrates, it is not so
much this or that product of this insa-
tiable quest that impresses us as it is
the confirming force of the quest it-
self, and the quality of mind that at-
taches itself thereto. I do not consider
any of the seven theories as the final
word, nor did those who constructed
them. There are at least seven new
theories of religion in the process of
formulation today. These, like Pals’s
book, help illustrate religion’s endur-
ing intellectual appeal.

A Spiritual Formation Journal. By
Jana Rea and Richard J. Foster.
HarperSanFrancisco, 210 pp., $13.00
paperback.

B Richard Foster and Renovaré, his
spiritual formation group, do not be-
lieve that spiritual literature is a finished

product. Every person is poised to con-
tribute to spiritual formation by keep-
ing a journal. Renovaré draws on five
spiritual themes: Contemplative, Holi-
ness, Charismatic, Social Justice and
Evangelical. There are plenty of useful
fill-in-the-blank guidelines, patterns
and prescriptions for attentive pilgrims.
Retreat leaders should take note.

Signs of Grace: Sacraments in Po-
etry and Prose. By David Brown
and David Fuller. Morehouse, 178
pp., $ 19.95.

B Protestants used to fight over the
number of sacraments; most Protes-
tants narrowed them down to baptism
and the Lord’s Supper. Some Protes-
tants and most Catholics defined
sacraments to include seven or so, and
still others borrowed the concept of
“pansacramentalism” from Martin
Buber. The editors of this winning an-
thology spend less time defining and
more time collecting. They bring to-

the

Building a new congregation has never been easy,
and changing times may call for a fresh approach

model
may
make

Duke Divinity School
Office of Continuing Theological

the ditference...

For additional information contact:

Box 90966, Durham, NC 27708-0966
voice: (919) 660-3448 facsimile: (919) 660-3473 e-mail: ahenson@mail.duke.edu

to new church development. With the new
millennium fast approaching, Duke Divinity
School’s National Institute for New Church
Development, July 22-Aujust 2, 1996, offers a
class enabling you to envision new church
development models for the 21st century.

“The Model May Make the Difference” is just one of
twenty-five practical classes for pastors of new
churches or small, growing congregations. At Duke,
you can learn the pastoral skills necessary for
sustaining vibrant churches from recognized church
leaders such as: Kirbyjon Caldwell, Ezra Earl Jones,
and Geoffrey Wainwright.

Education
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gether literature that both reinforces
and enlarges the sacramental vision.
Scores of literary artists are represent-
ed here—poets as far back as William
Blake and as recent as Geoffrey Hill.
This is a useful book for vocational
reasons and a beautiful one for those
more focused on devotional interests.

Bates I College

College Chaplain

Bates College is seeking a
full-time College Chaplain.

Candidates for this
appointment should be recognized
within an established religious
tradition and be interested in the
particular challenges of working in a
secular academic institution.
Candidates should have experience
in pastoral counseling, be unusually
effective in communication skills,
and be practiced in encouraging a

supportive and inclusive
community. <
While ihe teaching

interests of the candidates are
open, the successful candidaté will
need academic credentials to hold a
lectureship at Bates.

The Office of the Chaplain
is organizationally independent, but
is significantly connected to the
life and the campus community,

and reports directly to the
President. Salary and fringe
benefits are competitive.

Candidates should be available to
begin the position before January
1, 1997. For detailed
announcement and description,
please contact the Committee at
. the address below.

The Search Committee will
begin ' reviewing credentials
September 1. Interested persons
should send a letter of application,
professional résumé, and three
letters of recommendation to:

Chaplain Search Committee
Bates College
2 Andrews Road, 204 Lane
Hall
Lewiston, ME 04240

Bates College values a diverse
college community and seeks to
assure equal opportunity through a
continuing and effective
Affirmative Action program.
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