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next four years
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riialk It up 10 wnhful dunking. If you will Bui Wilham Snflr* 
If not Ike only nnalyfl of iho caniemporary polllirni icme wko 
brileva ikni llkornllin will rlw forcefully tgnin nad not 
many MOfom from now Wiitifig In The New York Tlmtf. 
Safire kypodteeltce. "If I were Martlag out In politics today. I 
would Identify myseff as ■ New Liberal " Hit arfument Is that 
conservatism is the wave of the present, while a dinermi 
approach, with new ideas, will be the wave of the future 

Intellectual potiiloas do become more resilient when they 
are challei«e<l to fight their way Into environments at least 
partially mimical to them Candldatts tor public office alsmys 
fmd the goli« easier when ihey can Hmrply crHIdae the status 
quo The force of the pre-Nov 4 rhetoric about the diahsllcsl 
nature of bureaucracy IHustraies this abaorvalloa vividh' And 
liberalism did lose esteem during the tour years of JInuny 
Carter f presidenry While aareadlag to a place of lofhieace. It 
relinquisiMd Ike poaltloa from srhlck culling edge cnildsm of 
prevailing power could be advanced 

The "malaise" PrcsManl Carler detected la July. IfTI. was 
perhaps lest a sign of the couatry t dlmlMshed collective 
ambnxm. and more an tckaowledgemeal that liberalism Imd 
proven to be Ineffectual So clearly sms Hut recogniied la the 
moaiht Immediately followlag that few pollilrlans couM afford 
to idtniify with the liberal cause More prudent to call oneself a 

moderate." ar at Waller Mondale daachbad himself, a 
progressive In ifee Hubert Humphrey tradllloa " Even Senator 
Kennedy, who couM delight the Oemocrallc Conventlea with 
bis dramatic rcsuiemeal of the liberal cread. was unaMe to 
wui at defender of the tanne tiognnt 

What nest'
Safire bellevet H imperative that liberals create new 

formulas to guarantee more freedom to the mdlvldual while 
assuring more security lor everyone But nellhrr of these can 
be offered without satisfying the requirements of the other 
And yet everyone knows it it an eliaive combtnailsn to 
acquire

And by what mechanisms will the intelleciual reconstruciian 
take place'

The Center tor the Study of Democratic Inati.utiont was 
established in Ike late fifties to identify tad creole clear 
alternatives wiihui a poilllcal and idealogteal climate which 
was symbollied by the McCarthy praht Its vocation was to 
secure human rtghM and civil hheriies against Ike threats of 
this powerful force It rcmaiaed strong to the esieni that it 
criiiciiod perceptively aad at loag as there was really tome- 
Ihiag there to crturlte It languished, in time, when the 
aliernalives It champwnad could hardly be distinguished from 
new or reconstructed prevailing opuiioa When It no tonger 
fared sharp oppaaltlon. lu critical ctpaciiles became dulled 
diluted, and. in tome UHtances. redimeted imroapectlvely And 
whatever positive or conatrucltve force yet remained could not 
compete with what the prevailing viewpoint cuuM do or 
achieve by its owa abiliiy

But It may be a new day The tuerrss of thr American 
system of government depends upon an effective dialogue 
betweea pmgreaalve and conocrvailve points of view The 
aaaumptioa of new poster by oar of them always tones the 
other to renaaeoi Its convictlaat in light of ns failures aad of 
the demands of the new tltuallan The play hack and forth hoMt 
the profflMe of tumulatu^ frmh iniellectusi inventlveneea 

It teems auopiriout that the Hutchins Center it being 
relaveaaicd la precisely the tame moment that liberals 
rerogalae they have the most ground to make up The drama 
here not is menllsa dw proiimliy of Befuglo Canyoa. should 
make the nan tour years laiesioely Mlerestii^ tor cilltean of 
the Saau Barhari area
Mr. Cappa la dkeclar of the NatcMns Censer at UCSB.


