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October 12, 1987

Ralph McGehee
422 Arkansas Ave.
Herndon, VA 22070

Dear Mr. McGehee:

Thank you very much for your thoughtful response to
the CBS "60 Minutes" segment that focused on the class that
I teach.

We know each other. I talked with you years ago when
you were in Santa Barbara for some lectures, and have kept
your address and telephone number.

We rely on local "outside" speakers, in the main. But
I will keep your kind offer in mind.

Many thanks for writing.
Sincerely,

A

Walter H. Capps
Acting Director

PO. BOX 4068 SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93140 TELEPHONE (805) 961-2611

I assoncuatiom with thye U niversiey of Calipornig
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I SAW THE SIXTY MINUTES PROG&AM LAST NIGHT AND THOUGHT YOU MIGHT
WANT TO CONSIDER ME AS A GUEST SPEAKER FOR YOUR COURSE ON VIETNAM.

I SERVED THERE WITH THE CIA FROM 68-70 AND AS THE ENCLOSED
EFFORT AT UNDERSTANDING
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SPY STORY

A former CIA officer tells what went wrong in
Vielmam—and how it's happening again

in Central America.

|
|
1
|

by Ralph McGehee
[Pt s S e

I immediately contacted the Washing-
ton Post which pubhmed-kmg expose
This public exposure of the Agency's
illegal action forced the PRB 1o relent and
release the masuscript

Afer publication of the book , 1 traveled
10 the Caribbean and Central America to
Jook st those situations so that | could
speak and write accurately about what is
happening there. Currently I am com-
puterizing all available data on the CIA in
preparation for writing another book. One
thing | noticed in my first review of books
sbout the CIA is that it uses the same
techniques over and over again. Anothey
thing that sticks out is the CIA's continual
use of black

Such operations are defined in the Sen-
ate Church Committee report as those
activities designed ‘(o give the impression
that they are sponsored by an indigenous
opposition force or a hostile power rather
than by the United States.”” Using its au-
thorization for black operations, the CIA

served 2S5 years in the Central In-
telligence Agency, eaming many of
its awards and medals. At one time |
believed the CIA's main goals were o
save democracy in the world and to report
accurate mtelhigence
All that began to change for me in Viet-
nam. when | saw the terror, borror and
murder created by its operations. This,
plus an earher expenience in Thailand, be-
gan for me a reassessment of all my
assumptions. | finally realized that the CIA
15 not an intelligence agency, but a covert
action arm of the president’s foreign
policy
As such, it supports dictators and over-
throws popular governments while report-
ing “intelligence™ justifying those activi-
tes. Misinformation is a major part of its
covert role, and the American people and
Congress are the primary target of its de-
ceats. Its actions in that capacity were most
obvious in the Vietnam War. Policymak-
€r3 are pOw aftempting o rewrite the his-
tory of that war in order to mobilize public
opinion 10 support the further use of Amer-
ican boys in other wars. Central America,
of course, is the target of the next planned

aggression

To accomplish all of their goals, the
powers that control our country must con-
vince the Amenican people that the Viet-
nam War was just, that only a lack of will
and a determined effort prevented our vic-
tory. History, as in Orwell's /984, must be
rewntien. On the teath anniversary of our
defeat in Vietnam, a massive effort o
change the perception of that war was in-
uated

1 served with the CIA in Vietham, and
like the military veterans of that war, | bear
psychic scars if not their physical wounds.
I have found that leaming the truth about
Vietnam made me intensely angry and that
anger ultimately helped me 10 purge many
of those scars.

I joined the CIA in 1952 and left in
1977. Io all those years | worked in the
Agency’s Directorate of Operations
(DDO), the i i collection and
covert action arm of the CIA. The DDO is
frequently and accurately called the Duty
Tncks Department.

In the broadest scope, covert activities
can be described as those operations de-
signed 0 support or overthrow foreign

Covent op ) break

- -

For 25 years the author was a senior an-
alyst of communist party affairs for the
Cenwral Inselligence Agency.

8

sion, and Mr, McGehee doesn’t dis-
agree, To the exclusion of almost
everything else in his Jife, he has im-

down into four main categones: political,
economic, psychological and paramulitary
warfare. In Vietnam in the past, and in
Nicaragua today, the CIA employs all
those forms of cland war-
fare.

In my 25 years in the CIA | served
overseas in Japan, the Philippines,
Taiwan, six yeas in Thailand and a tour in
Vietnam. In Vietnam | was the chief
liaison officer with the bead of the Viet-
namese Special Police, the equivalent of
our FBI. A tour in Thailand and nearly two
years in Vietnam convinced me the CIA
was lying about the situation in Asia both
in its intelligy and its propaganda op-
erations, many of which were aimed at the
American peopie and Congress. From that
point forward | protested from within the
CIA. As my protests escalated with my
growing knowledge of the deceits being
used, the escalated its pres-
sures against me. | opted out of the CIA to
write 2 book and 10 try and alert the Amer-
ican people 10 what had happened

In a huge woany, the CIA at that point

ded me its prestig Career In-

telligence Medal and its Honorable Serv-

ice Medal. | earlier had won two Vietnam

Service Medals plus a dation from

the Director of the CIA for devising a
e = aad -

surgency. Afier leaving the CIA, | testi-
fied before the staffs of the Senate and
House of Rep ives Per
Select Commitiees on Intelligence and two
other House and Senate Commitiees

I immediately started writing a book

My 25 Years in the CIA. It ook three years
of research and writing to finish a many-
script and then because of the secrecy
agreement | signed when | joined the CIA,
1 had 10 submit it to the Agency's Publica-
tions Review Board (PRB). The PR!
made 397 deletions in the ipt,
claiming the information in those 397
arcas was classified. To defeat those
claims, | reviewed the overt record to try
and locate similar inf 2 lable in

information in my book was not classified
prevailed. The PRB released the manu-
script with insignificant deletions

My wrniting style of making a point and
then footnoting supporting source data
made a good legal brief, but had little
appeal as a book. One publisher, Sheridan
Square, said it would publish the book if |

“A tour in
Thailand and
nearly two years in
Vietnam convinced
me the CIA was
lying about the
situation in Asia
both in its
intelligence and its
propaganda
operations, many
of which were
aimed at the
American people
and Congress.”

would rewrite it as an autobiography
—which | &id. | re-submitted the manu-
ScTipt 1o the PRB but was not prepared for
William Casey Director of the CIA, and, |
assume acting on his & : the PRB

ly plants evidence to blame oth-
ers. It plants *“communist™* weapons ship-
ments, forges documents, doctors photo-

. wTites poison-pen letters and uses
all manner of deceits to convince the world
that the U.S. is fighting terrorism rather
than creating its own brand

During my first 15 years in the CIA. |
knew little of all this and belicved that the
Agency was like 2 mUssionary organiza-
tion out saving the world for democracy
and religion. This was in the depths of the
Cold War; Russia was more than an enemy
~—it was the devil incamate. We felt we
had a calling 10 save Amenica

At the same time, | felt it reported accu-
rate information 10 assist policymakers de-
vise effective foreign policy. | was a
rightwing Cold Warrior and could not
tolerate any criticism of the CIA. | was
proud and hooored to be a part of its noble
crusade 10 save the world from the evils of
the “‘international communist con-
spiracy.”

The first warnings that something was
wrong sounded in Thailand in 1966-67
The CIA Station there assigned me the
responsibility of developing an in-
telligence and counterinsurgency program
with the 50,000-man Thai National police
organization. In 1965, American officials
were quite concerned about the situation in
Thailand, as the Communist Party of Thai-
land (CPT) had announced that it was
launching armed revolution

By late 1966, the CPT was already con-
ducting & senies of low-level raids in the
porth, northeast and mid-south of Thai-
land. The United States was involved in

ing wars in Laos and South Vietnam,
with Cambodia about to blow up at any
time. The addition of an active insurgency
i Thailand to this scene had all U.S. offi-
cials seriously worried

My assigr I police
was a reflection of those concerns. | was
ordered to turn 50,000 mea, most of whom
caly had a few years of schooling, into
effective counterinsurgents and sophisti-

ible. | pever dreamed that my world

dvised me that it would ot allow me ©

the public domain. | reviewed books by
former Agency officers that had been
cleared by the PRB and found much of the
so-called classified information in those

port of its investigation of the CIA. Using
this, and other data, my arguments that the

publishij the book, claiming that all of the
information in it was classified. | stated 10

the CIA could sever admit. If CIA eve
.chowlgd.cd _tlc reality of the in-

tion in the Vietnam War, concealing
the degree of pro-Communist sympa-

thy, o support official forecasts that
the war was being won, A CBS News

documentary  bhroade
charged that senior

L last 'y
merienttoff|.

car

clals in Vietnam, including the com.
manding general, Willlam C, Weas
moreland, conspired to alter and
estimates about the strength of
&o I Vietnamese  and. Vietcongi¢

forges

mcnll‘y led the
for libel,

charge, .
demanding ‘r&’ million

. M. Westmoreland, whq vehe-

CBS
In

damages, The case is still in litgation,

mhd.&-i‘(ouldd.o

VVA Veteran




f misleading and faulty in-
the

hwdeumlowt) that the CPT in all of
Thauand consisted of 2,500 w0 4,000 guer-
nilas. According 10 the NIE, they all lived
in the mountainous arcas and had no pop-
ular support 1o the lowland willages. From
nme 10 ume, they would rad the villages,
steal money and food, and lndnap young
men for thew amy.

First, | decided 10 employ espronage
techmques 10 2 limited geographuc area as
& mal 10 see what the police were capable
of downg  After determuning dus, | would
then slowly expand the acuon outward 10
al mmn&mwly half
of Thaland's 72 provinces

The sundnm espronage techmques of
Agent spotung, assessing and rechwtng,
plus secret wnung. dead drops and others,
all failed spectacularly. But ose ex-
penmental program had immediate suc-
czulmbduammnnq

A Tha distnct 1s the equivalent of an
Amencan county . | first gathered all avaul-
mmlmmmammum
and Amencan files. | wrowe a situation
repon on it consisung of ten willage re-
ports. attached 10 which were name lists of
every person in the wvillage dennfied as
cither Pro-government or pro-communist.
| organized a 25-man team of mostly
officer-grade police personnel, and traned
them in the techmug of 2. and

reporting outstanding istelligence. We
were not killing or torturing people
~—activibes that are
with operations

Of course, | was aware of the carver
potential of heading such an
program. A few weeks after | had been
asked 10 come back for another 1our, the
Sm&nlcdunnmo«mm
told me be was shutting down the pro-
gam. Stunned, | simply could not un-
derstand why we were down a
program that produced the best in-

General Westmoreland's intelligence
officers over the sumber of guerrillas in
South Vietnam. Adams said there were
600,000 guerrillas, Westmoreland.
300.000. But nesther the CIA nor the muli-
tary ponted up the role of mass-based
organizations, from which the armed Vet
Cong drew its recruits

The point 1s that both arms of U S. in-
telligence could not logically explain the
dramatic rise in communist military
strength. Without mass-based orgamiza-
tions, how could the communist ranks

intenviewing | armed them with the situa-
toa report and sent them into one of the
villages 10 begin interviewing and in-
eTTogating everyone above the age of ten.

The team succeeded in the first village.
One person admmunied that he was a member
of the CPT's Farmers’ Liberanion Associa-
ton (FLA) and that he and fellow villagers
had been formed into three-men cells of
the FLA Thus was the first ume any of us
had ever heard of it. With tus lead, the
ieam went from cell member 10 cell mem-
ber anc ulumately idenufied approximate-
ly 100 of them in that one wvillage. We
leamed that the CPT organizers, who had
been rained in Hoa Binh, North Vietam,
had worked in the village for months Af-
ter gamming the confidence of the farmers,
they used Marxist themes of class warfare
as a recrwiting tool. They told the villagers
that the vast majonty of the Tha people
were poor. 4nd that the Amencans sup-
ported the uny munonty of the nch over the
poor (Everything they sad was true and
obwvious ) If the villagers jowuned the CPT,
they promused. the party would eject the
Amencan-backed government of Thasom
and Praphat and make sure everyooe
would own their own land. Offenag
nationalism and social equality, the

organizers won the dedicated loyalty of the
lowland villagers

My team went from village w village
and found the same situation everywhere.
After three distnct surveys, | could state
that the communists had 2,500 loyal

i the one province alooe. Most

of these | could name by true name and
communist alias based on thew own coo-
fessions

My surveys on this phenomence re-
ceived the highest evaluations from the
State Department, from the Depury Duec-
tor of lotelligence of CIA, and from all
levels of Tha officialdom. The stanon
asked that | sign up for another tour and

pand the program to all thr d pro-
vinces.

| was ecstatc. My teams were destroy-
ing the bated commupists. We were

June 1985

sion, and Mr, McGehee doesn’t dis-
To the exclusion of almost
everything else in his life, he has im-

agree.

head of the

Police, the

rolling up one

after another.”

h "l was the chief

CIA adviser to the
Vietnamese Special ‘
equivalent of our

FBl. We had some

spectacular success

communist spy net

telligence. cost virtually no money. hurt
00 one, and was desgoying the CPT |

d 10 CIA head s at Langley
and ted, unsuccessfully. to persuade offi-
clals to change thew sunds

| began reviewing intelligence coming
m from Thailand | was shocked 10 see the
station once again reporting that the com-
munists had only 2.500 1o 4,000 guemilas
in the entre country, and that they had
absolutely no popular support in the low-
land villages. This | had proved wrong
thousands of times over

It was now mid- 1968 and the Tet offen-
sive had occurred in South Vietnam. Al
the ume, the Agency had an internal draft
and was forcing people 10 accept tours in
South Vietnam. As with all volunteers, the
CIA gave me a psychiatne examination. |
Buess they felt if you wanted 1o go there,
You had 10 be disturbed.

Before leaving, | began reviewing the
Agency's earlier intelligence about Viet-
nam. Back in 1959, the CIA had reporied
there were oaly 2000 guemnilas in the en-
are country —with no popular support.
And then in |967, Sam Adams of the CIA
Intelligence Directorate argued with

rocket from 2,000 to between 300.000 and
600.000 n only eight years?

I read two books about the
mnsurgency in Vietam. Douglas Pike's,
Viet Cong. and Michael Charles Conley's,
The Communust Insurgent Infrastructure
in Sowh Viemam: A study of Organizanon

and Strategy. The books repored that the
communists iniually had organized the
villagers nto iberatic 1 associations: the
Women s, the Famers' and the
vanous youth Liberation associations
Once the organizanonal work was well
under way, the communists upnndd re-
fined and consolidated thew y
forces. The active young males were
gradually formed into the mulitia, then lo-
cal force units. and finally into maun force
regular army goops.
The radio of the National Liberation
Front had announced in 1963 that it had six
million members w its vanous liberatioa

porung they

After amiving in South Vietnam. | spent .
six months aptating for the Station 10 -
clude reporting on this basic element of the
revolutionary force —the hberanon asso-
cunons. All my efforts met with hostile
silence. Always naive, | could not con-
ceive that the CIA would le about the
stength and nature of the revoluton whle
Amencans and Viethamese were dymng
every day in what seemed a senseless char-
ade of death. How could we ever win f we
did not admut the real force of the opposs-
m"

I knew something was tembly wrong
but was not sure what. Later, of course. |
learned that f we had ever admuned that
the vast majonty of the South Vietaamese
were fighting agunst us, that fact would
leave us but one option: admut defeat and
pull our woops out of Vietnam. This the
CIA refused w0 do

Day and night, | endured 2 maddenng
nrunlulnadlodenp'm-n was

b ly angry. and
m;ﬂdlm&umpbuanum

““The CIA Lies™ or “*Fuck the C1IA"" and
hung 1t from the roof of CIA quanters in the
wuadndwoﬂuapuxw

lmmmw but to die in those
circumstances would only bring shame
and poverty 1o my famuly, as the Agency
was vengeful and would withhold death
benefits. Even if | could hang the banner
and jump the CIA would quickly cover up
and say | was crazy. There seemed no way
Eventually, I decided 10 leave the Agen-
cy. | wrote a resume and started 10 send it
10 vanous organizations. But since | work-
ed i the covert side of the Agency. | could
not admut CIA employment. My very
ﬁm\pymaaedlhadpdnedmm
football teams a
Nolan MW(WMI‘
business administration and was now,
many years later, looking for a ob Thus
totally unimpressive resume got me 0o job
offers
Al this pomt. | had an economic and
moral decision to make. | had four chil-
dren with two daughters in expensive pn-
vate colleges. Should I quit and destroy
thew opportunites or should | stay m the
Agency and protest from within, thus
keeping my famuly together? | opted for
the lacer. hoping that | would soon qualify
for early retrement —which unforrunate-
ly. would not happen unal 1977,
Having made that decision, | tned ©
blot ou reality by burying myself i my
work. | was the chief CIA adviser 1o the
bead of the Vietnamese Special Police., the
equivalent of our FBI. We had some spec-
tacular success, mllmlupoch
spy net after another
Sam Adams, m-hne totaled up the
naumber of Communust spies in all of South
Vietsam and reported there were
approxumately 30,000. You do not have
much of & wartime government when
30,000 officials dedicate themselves to the

coatolled five mullion people, yet in all of
mmsﬂmm-uum
that d 2 sin-

‘s demuse. Oun the other hand,
m vanous Amencas and South Vies
samese crvilian aad mulitary ageocies had

report
gle member of a Libera

C d on page 10

ment doctored intelligence informa-
tion in the Vietnam War, concealing
the degree of pro-Communist sym)

thy, Lo support official forecasts

chnr ed u’lll sexuor

the wumbelnawon ACBSNwl

L last year
merieat om.

cluls in Vietnam, including the com.

mll
mnndlnz genel b

William C, Weas
to alter and sup-

mmmw about the stmth of

|Vietnamese

the cha
for ubol demanding

letcong¢
g vehe-

' \

,-sued CBS
8?2; million in

dnmagcs. ‘I'he case is still In litigation.
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bundreds of thousands of agents Trywng o
recruit spies in the Communist movement
All of them could not recrust one Spy & any
significant level in the Communist camp.
This, 1 thought, was a dramatic comment
on where the loyalues of the South Viet-
namese people really lay.

It was a hife-threateung action 1o serve
as 2 Communist spy, and it was a safe and
profitable role to work for the government,
but 30.000 Vietamese chose 10 put their
life 0n the lne for the Communist move-

ment

As | left Vietnam compietely disilhussoned
n mad- 1970, | wondered how many more
Vieamese and Amencans would dee. How
many more ovilians would we kill® How
many chikiren would we incinerate with
napalm? Was there no way ©0 siop the U S,

300-day truce peniod. The conditions out-
lined were so dracomian that the day
following issuance of this forged docu-
ment, refugee registration tnipled. Agency
teams offered money, jobs, land and trans-
portation South to all who agreed 1o move
All of these efforts created a fNood of re-
fugees, approtimately 800,000, moving
from the North to the South. The Agency
then used ws domestic and world-wide
media assets to trumpet 10 the world that
these 800,000 represented the hopes of all
Vietnamese who longed for freedom. The
refugees were depicted on the nightly
News, in magazines. in the newspapers as
*'the discased, mutilated. starving bodies
of the Vietnamese fleeing from the God-
less cruelties of Communism. ** This
evocative theme established the level of
understanding of the Amencan peopie ab-
out Vietnam for the rest of the war

But the Vietmamese were not flecing

pggemant from o vely p L]
own lantaswes”

1 was giad 1o be leaving, but [ knew, like
50 many other Vietaam veterans, that |
would pever agun be the same. All of my
Wdeals of beiping people, all my coe-
victions about the processes of in-
welligence. all feckings of joy 1n my life. all
my of honor, integnty, trust and
love, all in fact that had made me what |
was, had died 10 Viemam. Through its
blindness and murders, the Agency had
stolen my life and soul, and | doubred |
could ever regun them. Full of anger,
hatred and fear, | biterly contemplated a
dismal future.

What had really happened in Vietnam?
Why were we lying? Only years later, as |
poured over the Pentagon Papers, was | 1o
discover the truth. [n 1954, they revealed.
the Nauonal Secunty Council, an arm of
the Presidency made up of the top natonal
secunty officials, ordered the CIA 1o es-
tablish a non-Communst alternative 10 Ho
O Minh. The NSC documents outlined
that we needed 10 keep the markets, man-
power, nce and munerals of South Viet.
nam mthe U S economu sphere. The docy-
ments alyo discussed the domuno X
whach postulaed tha of South Vietam was
“host the domunoes mught fall all the way ©
Ewrope

Afier the Viet Minh had defeated the
French & Dren Bien Phu n carly 1954, the
Geneva Conference wmposed a2 300-day truce
penod when the Viemamese could opt 1©
resecie o exther the Northor South. This wasa
cnocal ame for e CIA, and « moved rapadly
© explont the operang. It chose Ngo Dwh
Drem. bving i exie i Cagholxc sermunanes
here. 1 be the head of the new government of
Soumh Viemam. He amved a Ton Son N
awrport © be met by the CIA's man 0 South
Viezam, Colonel Edward Lansdale. who toid
Dremn 2t he would help hum busld a govern-
ment.

Eighty percent of the Vietnamese were
Buddhust, but our policy-makers thought
that m0st of those revered Ho Chu Minh
and could not be trusted. We therefore
opred for & safe munonty who shared

C ~—they were running because
of CIA durty tncks. Both they and we were
10 pay & beavy pnice for this covert opers-
boa.

When the refugees amved in South
Viemam, the C1A used the young Catholic
men in & vanety of official capacives.
They filled the ranks of Diem's police, his
_mm.hnydhm
Next came clections o legiimuze the
new government —if the Agency was
good at anything. it was good at ngging
elecuons. The CIA staged a plebiscite be-
tween Diem and 2 man named Bao Das,
who stll held a largely mythical throne
Saigon as a puppet of the French. Not
surpnsingly, Diem won. He did so well in
Sagon that he had more votes than reg-
wstered votery,

Al this point. the CIA chose to man-
ufacture 3 N, I Intellig E

The NIE. later available in the Pentagon
Papers. proclaimed Diem was winnmg the
loyalty of the South Vietnamese and that
he had done it virtually all on his own,
without any outside support.

That NIE illustrated the two roles of the
CIA in sharp outhine. Its policy role com-
pletely bastardized its intelligence. It cre-
ated intellig data 0 accomplish the
policy objectives of a ““non-communist

anger at his completely discrimunatory
10% minority Catholic government.
Eventually, he was assassinated A senes
of coups followed

U.S. troops immediately discovered
that the rural South Vietnamese, who were
part of the armed revolution, considered
them the enemy. A major portion of the
ities suffered by our woops resulted

In 1964, gh 2 d d set of
actions staged at the Gulf of Tonkin, the
American Congress was tnicked into piv-
ing President Johnson carte blanche o
fight the war. By 1965, it was obvious that
Amencan troops would be required (o save
the situation The National Security Coun-
cil had earlier suthorized the CIA 10 con-
duct black operations —the creanon of

| &y s st dbuivst ]
“Using its
avthorization for
black operations,
the CIA constantly

lants evidence to

lame others. It
plants ‘communist’
weapons
shipments, forges
documents, doctors
photographs, writes
poison-pen letters
and uses all
manner of deceits
to convince the
world that the U.S.
is fighting terrorism
rather than

creating its own
brand.”

evidence 1 blame others for U.S. acoons.
ve State Depar “White

altemative to the Ho Chi Munh g
President Eisenhower, wnung later in
his memoures, stated that if the election
called for in the Geneva accords had been
held. approximately 80 per cent of the
Vietmamese would have voted for Ho O
Minh. But the CIA sold the Amencan peo-
ple on the story that the war o South Viet-
nam was caused by a North Vietmamese
invasion, that 98 per cent of the southern
voters favored Diem. The opposite w23
closer 10 the truth.

The ClA hured a public relations firm for

Slechad

of our religious and polical trad
The plan was w incite North Viethamese
Catholics, many of whom had fought with
the French agaast the Viet Mish, © mu-
g-tSM.O-aM!.MCKAmM
use them as cadre for & police force, army
and government loyal o Drem.
Agency teams went North and distnb-
wted leaflets in Catholic arcas showing the
cucumference of destructon if the Unsted
States decided 10 use nuch cap
They also forged a document in the name
of the Communist party of Vietaam ciung
harsh Laws for Catholics after the end of the

10

sion, and Mr, McGehee doesn't dis-
agree. To the exclusion of almost
everything else in his life, he has im-

of South

This massive propaganda effort es-
tablished the Amencan level of un-
dersuanding about South Viemam from
that ume forward. It led 10 the deaths of

Papers™ (1961 and agaun wn 1965) ratonal-
ized the U S. escalaton with charges of
aggression from Hanor.

To buttress its case, the C1A took toas of
communst-made weapoas out of coe of its

from boobry traps and saper shots from the
local population. This mfuniated our fight-
ing men, who bad been told they were
there 10 save the South Vietmamese from
the nvading North Vietnamese forces. ln-
stead . they found themselves baaling the
they had come 10 save. »

l‘a.-nmnmumd
2 half mulbon U S. troops, the North Viet-
namese army became durectly invoived in
the fighting. The U.S developed a umple
plan 10 win —force the peasants by the
nlboat-oum-dednmmdm
and away from the Communists. Search-
and-destroy missions, free-fire zoves. and
the bombing and papalmung of villagers
were the wols of thus *“forced urbanuza-

too’’ plan.

Today, our policymakers are trying ©
show that we could have woo, denyng
stll the real nature of the war On the eoth
anniversary of our defeat, we are being
wid that we were sabotaged by our own

. Wha! we are not wold is that the
United States expended 15 and  half mul-
lion toas of firepower in Indochina, fwelve
million tons i South Vietmam alooe. That
amount is the equivalent in destrucuve
force of 600 Hiroshima-type atomic
bombs. I companson. the U.S used six
mullion toas of air and ground mumstons in
all of World War 1. In ns November-
December, 1982 issve. the "l:do:mm

wsletter’® reported that the total
b C PobythmwdSuzn
and its allies in Indochuna probably ex-
ceeds the total firepower expanded by
hnnmry-nﬂ-matlmandnﬂau
Indochina war

Owr are rewnung the war
The major touble spot pow is Ceatal
Amenca, and all the same deceits are be-
ing used 1o tck us into belicving we are
fighting for justice and democTacy Elec-
tions are staged, documents are forged.
“commumist’” weapons are found and a
bost of other CIA dirty tncks are employed
to transform reality

In Ceatral Amenca, the main problem.
according o the Cathobic Church. is an
abysmal poverty and brutal oppression
that bas made life “*a rype of abocuna-
One Central Amencan nation broke out
of the U.S. orbit —Nicaragua. The
R Adm found this intoler-

warchouses —ihe Church C
noted that the CTA possessed enough arms
i s vanous arsenals 0 be one of the
sTroagest armues 1n the world —and loaded
them on a Vietmamese junk, faked a fire-
fight, and called in Western reporters and
L I Control C: observ-
€73 10 see proof of North Viemamese ud 10
the Viet Cong.

The State Department detailed the
weapons supply under the headline,
**Hanor Supplics Weapons and Ammuni-
tion and Other War Matenal 1o its Forces
in the South.”* Seven pages of the White
Paper were devoted 1o the CIA-planted
evidence, including photos of the beached
junk and the assorted ammunition and

over 58,000 A two mullion Viet-

eapons it camed. On March 6¢h, 1965,

samese, and a fioal esumated financial
cost 10 the U.S. of nise bundred bullica
dollars. These losses do not include e near
wal dsrupnon of our own ety nor the
sbused bodses and mands of the Vietam ver-

of comrse, could pot survive

s,
Diem,
when e Buddtast populanoe rose up i

tion In the Vietnam
thy, lo support officlal

documentary b
charged that sei

Just a week after issuance of the White
Paper, President Johnson ordered two
Manne Corps battalioas into Vietnam and
the mstiation of Operation Rolling Thund-
er ~ the sustained bombing of North Viet-
nam. Shorty thereafier, Amencans were
directly involved in combat operations in
South Vietam.

ment doctored intelli informa-
ar, concealing
the degree of pro-Communist sympa-
forecasts that
the war was being won. A CBS News
L last  ye
merientt off}.

el ;" j-.x‘g“;(“'},{.,,’ i
ar - '

clals in Vietnam, Including the com.

anding general, William C, Weas
nn;ord::& red to alter and
strength of
Vietcong

estimates about the
‘ mf IVietnamese  and

sup-

forces, Mr. Westmoreland, who vehe-

mently denled the cha.

for libel, demanding

R bonin:

damages. The case s still in litigation.

able and began, via ClA covert operations
and other means, @ massive campaigs of
decepuon agunst the Sandinistas. CIA-
supponed mercenanes, led by officers of
the hated former National Guard, anack
civilians and, by ruding farms and food
and petrol age faciines, & v
the economuc base of the country. Reagan
equates these paxd kullers with our Found-
ing Fathers.

It 15 & dangerous penod, the outlines of
which seem eenly famuliar. And coe
should remember that Vietham and the
creatcn of the Watergate burglars were
isextncably linked. Now Reagaa, by
executive fiat, has authonzed the CIA ©
legally conduct domestic covert op-
ennoos.

Can the en of break-ins, wire tappung,
and decext in high places occur agun® War
can wreak havoc oo & socety. Viemam
and now Ceatral Amenca merely foresha-
dow what will happea bere if we are oot
informed.

Copyright Ralph NcGehee, 985,
VVA Veteran
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A Veteran’s Obsession

With the Vietnam War

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Spectal to The New York Thnes

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 — Fourteen
years ago Ralph W. McGehee sat In
sparsely Turnished Salgon apartment
contemplating the disintegration of
his small comer of the American
Dream. He thought about hanging a
banner out his window that sald “THE
C.LA. LIES" and then shooting him-
sell with the rifle he kept in his bed-
room,
Mr. McGehee, a janitor’s son from
the South Side of Chicago who played
on three natlonal champlonship foot-
ball teams at Notre Dame in the late
1940s, joined the Central Intelligence
Agency In 1952 to fight Communism,
Like dozens in his generation of C.1LA,
recruits, he served loyally and ea-

‘Tdidn’t quit. I {8
tried to get 4§
the C.LLA.
to tell
the
truth.’

gerly In the front lines of the cold war.
Then, while working in Southcast Asia
in the 1960’s, he became disillusioned
and convinced that the agency was in-
tentionally distorting intelligence in-
formation to mask the extent of sup-
port for Communist forces in the re-
ion.
. It was an agonizing personal and
rofessional awakening that changed
Kts life, Mr. McGehee, like some other
American officlals who were directly
touched by the Vietnam War, became
a kind of permanent prisoner of the
conflict. He is part of a small but dis-
tinctive fraternity of former officials
and journalists in Washington whose
lives still revolve around Vietnam.
(For the last 10 years he has poured
most of his intel | and emotional
energy into coming to terms with the
war and his role in it,

His friends call the effort an obses-
sion, and Mr, McGehee doesn’t dis-
agree. To the exclusion of almost
everything else in his life, he has im-

The New York Thmes / Goorge Tames
Ralph W, McGehee

A i
mersed himself in ' the history of
America’s involvement in Vietnam
searching for some understanding of
how he and the Government he was
once devoted to lost their bearings in
Southeast Asia. He accumulated a
small library of books about the war,
became a denizen of the Library of
Congress and, contrary to all his
training in the C,I.A., started to seek
out journalists to convey his account
of failures by the agency in Vietnam,

Eventually, part of this
took the form of a book. Entitled,
“‘Deadly Deceits, My 25 Years In the
earlier this
month in New York by Sheridan
Square Publications,

The book is likely to add new fire to
the debate over Govern-
ment doctored intelligence informa-
tion in the Vietnam War, concealing
the degree of pro-Communist sympa-
thy, t0 support official forecasts that
the war was being won. A CBS News
documentary broadcast last year
charged that senior Americat offj.
clals in Vlemaml. Iu‘ﬂltﬁlulu ::m\eom
manding general, am C, Weas
moreland, conspired to alter and sup-

mates about the strength of

m”l‘\lllmm and. Vietcong

forges, M. Westmoreland, who vehe-

ol demandiog 8 ""mmm%:""‘
hel, den

d(:l‘maueu. ‘The case 1s stll in litigation. |

HERNDON, VIRGINIA 22070

A Fog ol Angry Disbelier”

1'or Mr. McGehee the issue is pri-
marily peirsonal, based on his exXpori-
ences as an intelligence officor i,
Ihailand and Vietmam Specilcall '
he chiarges that the C, 1A, suppre (’d
estimates he prepared showing wide.
spread pro-Commumist support in one
area of Thalland.

When he first submitted his report
about Thailand, Mr. McGehee said,
his superiors praised his survey metl
ods, However, when it became clear
that his pessimistic assessment was
not shared by senior C.1LA. officialy in
Washingtlon, My, McGehiee contends
that the Thailand survey was abruply
canceled and that he was transferred
toanother country. : 3

“Itraveled back to the province in a
fog of angry disbeliof,” ho recalls in
the book. **How could the agency lel
such a program die? It produced the
highest-rated intelligence, and |
thought it destroyed the insurgency. It
did all of this at virtually no cosl.
What in the hell was going on?’*

The doubts, once planted, festered
and Mr. McGehee became a tor-
mented man during his tour in Viet-
nam that began in 1968. When he
urged the agency to employ the tech-
niques for estimating enemy strength
he developed in Thailand, his memo
was returned with no comment.
“Every waking moment [ fought an
internal battle of doubts and contra-
dictions,”” he recalls in the book. *'1
couldn’t sleep, my head ached all the
time, the tension was terrible.””

Words of Coach Recalled

Mr. McGehee was eventually trans-
ferred back to Washington where he
says he was assigned 10 a series of
dead-end jobs and denied a promotion.
He lost his friends. *“Once my views
beecame known, T was isolated,” he re
called in a recent conservation al his
home in Vi .

Little of the Norman Rockwell boy
remains in the man who retired in
1977. He still recalls with a smile the
words of his coach at Notre Duame,
Frank Leahy: ';\(;ou have to lpayilhe

rice, but if , you can only win."
; But as he iﬁ‘; in his basement office
beneath a picture of the 1949 national
championship team, Ralph McGehee
admits that ge lost both his crusade
and his innocence. ‘1 guess 1 justify
yself by thinking that I fought for
what I thought was right,” he said, «|
didn’t quit. 1 tried (o get the C.1LA, (g
tell the truth. I also had to put my chj).
dren through college."”

After spending the better part of the
last five years and writ.
ing the book, and arguing with the

C.L.A. about what he could print, My
McGehee seems relieved that his days
as an author have ended. ““1'd sit over
the t ter for weeks before |
could write anything,”” he said. “Byy
was a theraputic experience.””



