G. WOODSON HOWE
Editor

World-Herald Square
Omaha, Nebraska 68102
(402) 444-1000

February 6, 1987

Walter Capps

Religion Professor

University of California-Santa Barbara
‘Santa Barbara Campus

Santa Barbara, California 93102

'Dear Mr. Capps:

I am asking for your help in our continuing effort to make
- The World-Herald an even better newspaper.

_. f7 ~ Your name appeared in the enclosed story on February 1,
987 | .

l__WBuld you please reread the article and then answer the

enclosed short questionnaire? A stamped and addressed envelope
-f;; enclosed. -

- Your cooperation can aid in maintaining our accuracy and
fairness, two goals of a great newspaper.
' ,'/‘ ¥ { ", R : ! ’ v, . !

Sincerely,
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Kerrey Now Sees War as Politicians Did

. Dawvid Kotok

srio-Herald Staff Writer

Santa Barbara, Calif. — Bob Kerrey
stood at the front of a lecture hall and
1old 1,000 college students that he has as
strong a sense of duty to his country
now as when he went to Vietnam 18
Vears ago.

The former Nebraska governor,
whose right foot and lower leg were
blown off during battle in Vietnam, told

the students he disagrees with many
political decisions surrounding that war
and thinks the United States should
have avoided involvement.

He said, however, he does not think it
was a2 mistake for him to serve his
COumntry.

“Everybody has a duty,” he said.

Kerrey is guest lecturer for a class
on Vietnam at the University of Califor-
nia-Santa Barbara. This week will be
the fourth of his lectures in the twice-a-
week class, which runs through the
middie of March.

Kerrey said that since he became a
politician he has better understood deci-
sions concerning the war made by for-
mer Presidents Johnson and Nixon. He
szid he can now relate to Johnson and
Nixon as well as to the men who fought
the war.

During his lecture Thursday, Kerrey
talked zbout the political decisions

made from the time of President Ken-
nedy‘s death in 1963 to Nixon’s cam-
paign five years later, in which he
pledged to end the war.

“1 look at that period and want to
avoid it,” Kerrey told the students,

Kerreysa:dbehasfoundthathenow }
: Kerrey with students Deborah Lacerenza, left, and Daniel Swartz, right, after class ... Kerrey “really has an anti-
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views the world as a politician

Reading now about the decisions
presidents made to send his generation
to war, Kerrey said, he understands
Detter why they were made.

“I'm a politician,”™ he t0ld a reporter
while strolling across campus, “and |
see those decisions are like the ones |
made.”

Johnson was pushing civil rights and
his domestic Great Society policies
when one group of advisers told him to
negotiate the best deal he could in
Southeast Asia and another group ar-
gued for a military solution, Kerrey

said.

*50 he hits it right down the middle,”
Kerrey said of Johnson's decisions,
which slowly escalated the Vietnam
conflict. “1 know what it’s like to have
priorities and make decisions that end
up hurtmg X

*] see the man Richard Nixon and
the man Lyndon Johnson making deci-
sions based on what they think is right.

*1 see them differently than I saw
them before,” Kerrey said. “That
doesn't mean I think their decisions
were right.”

At the center of his Thursday lecture
were statements about duty to country

that some stud said
show Kerrey isa “cold-war warrior.”

*] still — even after my
in Vietnam, and coming to the conclu-
sion that it was an effort we should
have never made — still feel strongly in
a sense of duty,” he said. “Stll feel
strongly that as a human being there
are umes when, in love, 1 should re-
spond and say that duty alone will carry
me”

Citizenship requires duty to country,
just as being 2 parent requires duty to
family, Kerrey told the students.

“And if 1 have a nation that I am
blessad to be born in, I as well have a
duty to serve that nation,” Kerrey said.
1 still feel as strongly today about that
sense of duty as I did when I was in
Vietnam in 1969.”

‘Government Is Us’

Students gathered after class to ques-
tion Kerrey on what he meant by duty
10 country. No, Kerrey answered, he
was not talking about “duty, right or

wrong.

Deborah Lacerenza, a
student who said she
coﬂegm 1970 tur:t;a the war,
shouted at Kerrey that government
can't be trusted,

“Our government is us,” re-
sponded. “The alternative is to have the

Mn-umbo#_wm rey

he goyernment of Nicarsgus'

I'Ms. Lacerenza said in an interview
that Kerrey “really has an anti-commu-
nist bias.”

] feel like Kerrey is more of a poli-
tician,” she said. “He’s up there cov-
ering himself. What are his real feel-
ings? What's his political ideology?”

She complained last Tuesday to Wal-
lerClw&Heumerdnponpmlesor
and Omaha Benson
High School grad-
uate who estab-
lished the course at
the university in
1979° and invited
Kerrey to teach
part of the course
this year. She asked
that someone else
be invited to offer
an anti-war point of v
view,

Capps called Ker-

rar an “eniema” Canns
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__, et Kerrey Tells Students

At the podium ... “I see the man Richard Nixon and the man Lyndon Johnson
making decisions based on what they think is right.”

who “gives the impression he is a
hawk."”

John Simmons, the chief graduate as-
sistant for the course and a conscien-
tious objector during the war, said Ker-
“does come across as overly

patriotic.”
however, said he sees the .
of the course as “‘more pelCO
and healing than politics and war."

Kerrey also teaches a graduate semi-
nar on state government (o 12 students.
He said he enjoys that class more than
the course on Vietnam.

‘I Hate War’
" *It doesn’t hurt as much,” he said.

In an interview, Kerrey described
why — despite his stated opposition to
the Vietnam War after his discharge
and his disagreement with President
Reagan's policy in Central America —
he is seen here as something of a hawk.

“l see an enemy out there who is
playing it for keeps,” Kerrey said. “We
are not going to change their minds by
throwing our arms around them and
whispering in their ears, ‘Make love,
not war,'

“1 hate war. I look at Vietnam and
say it was avoidable, But we can't
avold terrorists or religious fanatics
who believe the way to cleanse the

e r——

URiyy,
/ h"WlDimmn Febnary1, 197 11-A

He Now Sees Politicians’Si on Vietnam
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(reated not as a star but as a profes- 7

' Lyman sald. beach 70 dey after class Thursday to attend a hospi-=
i Kerrey said he d:dro <ty the  fal fund-raiser at Hart's invitation -

The students seemed (o enjoy what teaching appointment B¢ poity. When the college term ends In=
raduate assistant Jim Hurley called  ..i contacts on the “";,_r i Maren, Kerrey said, he intends to re-
Kerrey's ““cowboy politician style.” eréd & major center fo g rest. fu o Nebraska, He plans o open a
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ter graduating from Omaha Central  «[ teil them all that b5 Mg o0 Know if 1 can learn the language. There ;
High School in 1082, Gary Hart,” althou ' the Made  ig 5 language to a community and Ne-%

%1 know his history,” Miss Shaw said.  a firm commitment U Cdo  braska is my home. .

#He knows who he is and where he
came from.”

Kerrey was applauded by the stu-
dents as he ended his portion of class
Thursday.

Just before tumning the class back to
Capps, Kerrey said the Vietnam War
«had an impact unpredictable on all of
us. Not just those who waged the war
but those who avoided the war and
those who are the sons and daughters
who experienced it .. ."

"Moxrle\'ho experienced it came 10
the conclusion that there is great work
to be done and to sit idly by and assume
somehow right will triumph over wWrong
on its own . ., dooms us to make worse
munkesm(heph;;r‘:,';;(‘:a yn;d}eel

“War tums . |
very strongly that one ol the biggest
Jessons that came out of Vietnam = one

was individuals not only committed
themselves to build a better nation
avoid the mistakes of the past, but to
build themselves as individuals.

Capps, voted Cal-Santa Barbara's top
teacher the last two years, said he did
not know how to follow Kerrey's 40-
minute speech.

The Cal-Santa Barbara campus is de-
scribed in one college handbook as “the
California the Beach Boys sing about:
balmy weather, parties, palm trees and

“60 Minutes’

Kerrey, dressed in corduroy pants,
sweatshirt and tennis shoes, said he
came to teach at the university against
advice given him by some who were
concerned that he would create “an im-
age of drifting off to California."”

“] don't want to leave the world, take
a sabbatical,” he said. “I'm not off here
to be a hermit. I'm not trying to figure
out what I will be when I grow up.™

Kerrey said he has not been looking
for business deals or political involve-
ment while in California.

Capps said he has tried to minimize
the number of speaking invitations for
Kerrey.

Capps said the CBS news show “60
Minutes™ is planning to do a piece on
the Vietnam course,

The CalSamta Barbara course on
Vietnam was the first of its kind when
started in 1979. It has a national repu
tation, The 1000 students enrolled in the
course is the largest number of students
in any single course in the University of
California system, Capps said.

Kerrey calls his time on the campus

world is o destroy the West.”

Dan Gisel, a 44yearold former
Green Beret who was in Vietnam in
1965 and 1966, said Kerrey's presence is
having & positive impact on the Viet-
nam veterans, some in wheelchairs,
who attend the class.

e's & Medal of Honor winner,an
ex-governor who is still one of-ke
BuYs,” Gisel said. “It can't help ba
have a positive effect on those who see
S as josers and crybabies and all, Here
he comes and blows all those stereo-
types out of the water."”

Other students
Kerreyasa speaker,

Robin Taylor, a 21-year old female
student in the front row of the audito-
rium, said Kerrey gives a *‘whole new
dimension 1o the course, You keep your
eye on him the whole time."
Capps said Kerrey is taking his role
as a teacher seriously,

“1 haven't seen anyone since the
K who can inspire the kids lie
he can,” Capps said. “You think ¢/
Bobby and

Bob Lyman, a 2yearold S
Rosa, Calif., student, said Kerrey end!
his first lec:‘nbyukz&mmu
for “a good place to go dancing.”
The comment took students abi




